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VENERABLE BRETHREN: HEALTH AND APOSTOLIC BENEDIC- 
TION. 


E must needs speak to you, Venerable Brethren, about 
events which have recently occurred in this, Our 
episcopal city of Rome, and throughout Italy, that is to say, 
in the very territory of which We are Primate—events 
which have had such a vast and such a strong repercussion 
everywhere, conspicuously so in all of the dioceses of Italy 
and throughout the Catholic world. 

These occurrences are summarized in a very few and 
very sad words. There has been an attempt made to strike 
unto death that which was and that which always will be 
dearest to Our heart as Father and as Shepherd of Souls; 
and We can, We even must, subjoin “and the way in which 
it was done offends Us still more.” 

It is in the presence of these events, and constrained by 
them, that We feel the necessity and the duty of turning to 
you, Venerable Brethren, and, in a certain manner, going in 
spirit to each one of you, for the purpose of fulfilling, first 
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of all. a grave and an urgent duty of fraternal gratitude. 
And We turn to you, in the second place, to satisfy another 
duty equally grave and urgent, a duty to defend truth and 
justice in a matter which, affecting vital interests and rights 
of Holy Mother Church, concerns each and every one of 
you, Venerable Brethren, whom the Holy Ghost has called 
to govern the Church in union with Oftrselves. We desire, 
thirdly, to explain to you certain conclusions and reflections 
that the nature of events seems to oblige Us to accept. 
Fourthly, We wish to tell you of Our anxieties for the 
future; and finally, We invite you to share Our hopes, and 
to pray with Us and with the Catholic world that these 
hopes may be realized. 


I. A Dest or GRATITUDE 


Interior peace—that peace which comes to any one with 
full and clear knowledge that one is striving and suffering 
for these virtues—that peace which only God can give and 
which the world, in the same way that it cannot give, neither 
can it take away—that blessed and consoling peace has 


never left Us, thanks to Divine goodness and mercy; and 
We have fullest confidence that, come what may, it will 
never leave Us. 

But the possession of this peace—and this was verified 
in the Heart of Our suffering Saviour and is also verified in 
the hearts of His faithful followers—does not prevent the 
torment of bitterness, as well you know, Venerable Brethren, 
and We also have experienced the truth of those mysterious 
words: “Behold in peace is my bitterness most bitter” 
(Isaias xxxvili, 17). 

Your prompt, generous, and affectionate cooperation, 
which still continues, Venerable Brethren; the fraternal and 
filial expressions of devotion which you have uttered; and, 
above everything else, that feeling of high supernatural sol- 
idarity of purpose, that intimate union of thoughts and of 
feelings, of intellects and wills which your messages of ai- 
fection breathe forth and radiate, have filled Our soul with 
an indescribable consolation and have called forth from Our 
heart to Our lips the words of the Psalmist: “According to 
the multitude of my sorrows in my heart, thy comforts have 
given joy to my soul” (Ps. xciii, 19). 

For all these consolations and comforts, after God, We 
thank you, Venerable Brethren, you to whom We also can 
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say as Jesus Christ said to your predecessors, the Apostles: 
“And you are they who have continued with me in my 
temptations” (Luke xxii, 28). 

And in expressing Our gratitude to you, We wish also 
to perform the duty, most consoling to Our paternal heart, 
of thanking hosts of good and worthy children who, sepa- 
rately and collectively, as individuals and as members of 
various organizations and associations, and especially the as- 
sociations of Catholic Action and of Catholic Youth, have 
sent Us so many and such affectionate tributes of devotion 
and sympathy, and of generous and effective correspond- 
ence with Our directions and Our desires. 

It has been for Us an exquisite satisfaction to see the 
Catholic Action organizations of all countries, both near and 
distant, united about the Common Father, inspired by a 
unique spirit of faith, of filial sorrow, and of generous im- 
pulses, expressing all their astonishment and grief in seeing 
Catholic Action societies persecuted and assailed here in the 
very center of the Apostolic Hierarchy, in Italy, where, as 
in all parts of the world, Catholic Action was existing, and 
did not wish to exist otherwise, nor could have existed other- 
wise, than in accordance with its authentic and essential 
definition—as the participation and the collaboration of the 
laity with the Apostolic Hierarchy. 

This was what Catholic Action societies were actually 
doing in strict accordance with its definition and under Our 
painstaking and vigilant direction and with the helpful co- 
operation of yourselves, Venerable Brethren. 

We ask you, Venerable Brethren, to convey an expres- 
sion of Our paternal appreciation to all of your and Our 
children in Christ who have shown themselves to be so well 
brought up and to be so good and so sympathetic toward 
the Common Father of all the Faithful so as to inspire Us 
to exclaim: “I exceedingly abound with joy in all our tribu- 
lation” (II Cor. vii, 4). 

And to you Bishops of each and every diocese in this 
dear Italy must go not only the expression of Our gratitude 
for the comforts with which you have vied with one another 
in giving Us by your letters, which have been arriving. dur- 
ing the entire month just finishing, and especially by your 
telegrams so eloquent and so affectionate for the feastday 
of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul; but there must go also 
an exchange of condolences for that which each one of you 
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has suffered in seeing a devastating storm sweep suddenly 
down on the spiritual garden of souls which the Holy Ghost 
has entrusted to your care, and injure and uproot the plants 
and the tender flowers which grow in God’s garden and 
which you had with so much diligence been carefully nur- 
turing and cultivating. Your hearts, Venerable Brethren, 
have immediately turned to Our ownsto suffer with Us in 
our afflictions, and you perceived that Our heart was as a 
center in which all of your suffering hearts met and con- 
verged and joined. You have manifested this sentiment to 
Us in clear, unmistakable, and affectionate ways, and for 
these evidences We thank you all, from the depths of Our 
heart. 

Particularly appreciative are We of the unanimous and 
most satisfactory and convincing proofs which you have 
brought to Us concerning Italian Catholic Action societies, 
and particularly regarding Catholic Youth associations, af- 
fording demonstrations that these organizations have re- 
mained docile and faithful to your and to Our instructions 
in refraining absolutely from any and every kind of political 
party activity. And together with you, We express Our 
thanks to all your priests, members of religious commu- 
nities, and the laity, who have labored with you with such 
magnificent zeal, such exemplary faith, and such Christian 
piety. And in a special -way We thank your Catholic asso- 
ciations, chiefly the organizations of the young, down 
through all their groups even to the smallest boys and girls, 
for the smaller they are the dearer they are, and it is in 
their prayers that We confidently repose Our trust. 

You have understood well, Venerable Brethren, that Our 
heart was and is with you, with each one of you, with you 
and for you in sufferings, with you and for you in prayers, 
beseeching God in His infinite mercy to come to Our assist- 
ance, and from this great evil which the ancient enemy of 
good has unloosed, to draw new and great blessings. 


II. THe Dest to TRUTH AND JUSTICE 


Having satisfied the debt of gratitude for the comforts 
which We have received in Our affliction, We must now 
satisfy also that obligation which Our apostolic ministry im- 
poses on Us as a debt to truth and justice. 

Already on several occasions, Venerable Brethren, in the 
most solemn and explicit manner and assuming entire re- 
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sponsibility for what We were saying, We have protested 
against the campaign of false and unjust accusations which 
preceded the disbanding of the associations of young people 
and of university students, affiliated with Catholic Action. 
It was a disbanding which was carried out in a way and 
with the use of tactics which would give the impression that 
action was being taken against a vast’ and dangerous or- 
ganization of criminals. The proceedings were directed 
against young men and young women who are certainly 
some of the best among the good, concerning whom We are 
happy and paternally proud to pay tribute still once more. 
t is noteworthy that even among the officers of the law 
charged to carry out these orders of suppression, there were 
many who were ill at ease and showed by their expressions 
and courtesies that they were almost asking pardon for do- 
ing that which they had been commanded. We have ap- 
preciated the delicate feelings of these officers, and We have 
reserved for them a special blessing. 

However, in sad contrast to the manner of acting of 
these officials, how many acts of mistreatment and of 
violence there were, extending even to the striking of blows 
and the drawing of blood! How many insults in the press, 
how many injurious words and acts against things and per- . 
sons, not excluding Ourselves, preceded, accompanied, and 
followed the carrying into effect of this lightning-like police 
order which very frequently, either through ignorance of 
malicious zeal, was extended to include associations and or- 
ganizations not contemplated in the orders of superiors, 
such as the oratories of the little ones and the sodalities of 
the Children of Mary. 

All of this sad accompaniment of irreverences and 
of violences took place in the presence of and with 
the participation of members of a political party some 
of whom were in uniform, and was carried into effect with 
such a unison of action throughout all Italy and with such 
a passive acquiescence on the part of the civil authorities 
and the police as to make one necessarily think of some 
uniform directions received from some high authority. It is 
very easy to admit, and it was also equally easy to have 
foreseen, that the limits of these directions could and would 
have almost necessarily been exceeded. We have been 
obliged to refer to these sorrowful “and painful occurrences 
because there has been an attempt made to have the public 
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and the world at large believe that the disbanding of these 
associations so dear to Us took place without any troubles 
and almost as if it were quite a normal occurrence. 

But there have been other attacks on truth and justice 
on a larger scale. Of all the inventions, falsehoods, and real 
calumnies diffused by the hostile press of the party—which 
is the only press which is free to say and to dare to say 
anything and is often ordered or almost ordered what it 
must say—there was certainly a large portion of these 
fabrications, if not all of them, summarized in a message 
which was cautiously characterized as unofficial and yet 
which was administered to the general public with the most 
powerful means of diffusion existing at present. 

The history of documents prepared, not in the service of 
truth, but in offense of truth and justice, is a long and sad 
story. But We must say, with a certain deep dismay, that 
in Our many years of active life as a librarian, rarely have 
We seen an article so tendentious and so contrary to truth 
and justice in its references to this Holy See, to Italian 
Catholic Action, and particularly to the associations so 
harshly treated. If We should be silent, if We should not 
contradict these things—that is to say, if We should permit 
them to be believed—We should be too much more un- 
worthy than We already are to occupy this august Apostolic 
Chair. We should be unworthy of the filial and generous 
devotion which has always consoled Us and now more than 
ever consoles Us, that devotion of Our dear children of 
Catholic Action, and especially of those dear sons and dear 
daughters—and thanks be to God they are so numerous— 
who because of religious loyalty to Our invitations and di- 
rections, have suffered so much and are still suffering, 
thereby the more greatly honoring the school in which they 
have been reared and honoring also their Divine Master 
and His unworthy Vicar, as they have so gloriously demon- 
strated by their Christian conduct even in the face of 
threats and of violences, so that it is clear on what side real 
dignity of character, true strength of mind, real courage and 
education, are displayed. 

We shall try to be as brief as possible in correcting the 
careless assertions of the above-mentioned message—and 
We say “careless” in order not to be obliged to say “bold,” 
because it could be imagined that the majority of the public 
would have no possibility of checking its accuracy. 
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We shall be brief also because many times, especially 
recently, We have spoken on questions that now come up 
again, and Our words have reached you, Venerable Brethren, 
and through you they have reached also Our dear children 
in Jesus Christ, as We trust also Our words will reach them 
in this present letter. 

Among other things the above-mentioned message stated 
was that the revelations of the hostile press of the party had 
been almost completely confirmed, at least in substance, 
and confirmed no less than by the Osservatore Romano. The 
truth is that the Osservatore Romano has, time and time 
again, demonstrated that the so-called revelations were 
either actual fabrications or at least false in the interpreta- 
tion given to facts. It is sufficient to read without bad 
faith and with a modest capacity to understand. 

The message further stated that it was ridiculous to try 
to make the Holy See appear as a victim in a country where 
thousands of travelers could give testimony of the respect 
shown toward priests, prelates, the Church and religious 
functions. Yes, Venerable Brethren, the attempt unfortu- 
nately would be ridiculous, just as it would be ridiculous 
to break through an open door; because, unfortunately, 
thousands of visitors who are always present in Italy and 
in Rome have observed the irreverences, oftentimes of an 
impious and blasphemous character, and the act of violence 
and vandalism committed against places, things, and per- 
sons throughout the country and in Our very episcopal 
city, and which have been repeatedly deplored by Us after 
We had had sure and precise information about them. 

The message denounces the “black ingratitude” of the 
priests who are against the party which has been (so the 
message says) the guarantee of religious liberty throughout 
all Italy. The clergy, the Bishops, and this Holy See have 
never failed to acknowledge everything that has been done 
during all these years for the benefit and advantage of re- 
ligion, and they have on many occasions expressed their 
genuine and sincere appreciation. But We and the Bishops 
and the clergy and all the Faithful—in fact, all citizens de- 
sirous of peace and order—have worried and suffered and 
are worrying and suffering in the presence of a systematic 
campaign all too quickly begun against the most reasonable 
and precious liberties of religion and of consciences, such 
as were the attacks on Catholic Action and its different as- 
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sociations, especially those of the young; attacks which had 
their culmination in the police measures taken against these 
organizations and in the manner to which We have already 
alluded; attacks and measures such as to lead one seriously 
to doubt that the former benevolences and favors were 
actuated by a sincere love and zeal for religion, and rather 
incline to the opinion that they were que to pure calculation 
and with the intention of solidifying power. And if the 
question of ingratitude should be considered, it should be 
rather that ingratitude used toward the Holy See by a party 
and by a regime that, in the opinion of the whole world, 
from the fact of establishing friendly relations with the 
Holy See, gained, both in the country and outside of it, 
a prestige and a credit which some people in Italy and out- 
side of it considered excessive, as they deemed the favor on 
Our part too great and the truth and confidence which We 
reposed too full. 

Police measures having been put into effect, with their 
accompaniment and consequence of acts of violence and of 
irreverence—acts which were unfortunately acquiesced in 
and connived at by the authorities of public order—We sus- 
pended the mission of our Cardinal Legate to the centenary 
celebration in Padua, and the festive processions in Rome 
and in Italy. Such a disposition was patently within Our 
competence, and We saw in this measure such grave and 
urgent reasons for so proceeding that it became a duty, al- 
though We were aware that this action would require heavy 
sacrifices on the part of the good people and perhaps a 
greater pain to Ourselves than to any other. But how could 
the usual and solemn festivals be held in the midst of such 
grief and sorrow as that which had struck the paternal heart 
of the Common Father of all the Faithful and the maternal 
heart of Holy Mother Church, in Rome, in Italy, in fact, in 
all the Catholic world? This was immediately demonstrated 
by the universal and truly world-wide participation that 
occurred, with you at the head, Venerable Brethren, to as- 
sure Us of the general sadness and sympathy. Oh, how 
could We not fear for the respect and the safety of persons 
and of things most sacred, when We were obliged to take 
into consideration the attitude of public authorities and 
officers of the law in the presence of so many irreverent and 
violent acts! Wherever news of Our decisions arrived, the 
good priests and people had the identical ideas and the same 
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sentiments, and wherever they were not intimidated, threat- 
ened, or worse, they gave magnificent—and for Us most 
consoling—proofs of loyalty and grief by substituting for 
the festive observances holy hours of prayer, adoration, and 
reparation, in union with the sorrowing heart of the Holy 
Father and for his intention, in great gatherings of the 
people. 

In those places where Our instructions did not arrive 
in time, We know how things proceeded “with the partici- 
pation of the authorities,” as the message reveals, those. 
selfsame authorities of government and of party who had 
already assisted, or were about to assist, silently and inac- 
tively, while demonstrations definitely anti-Catholic and 
decidedly anti-religious were taking place, which is some- 
thing the message does not say. The message does pre- 
sume to say, however, that there were local ecclesiastical 
authorities who considered themselves in a position not to 
pay any attention to Our prohibition. We do not know of 
any single local ecclesiastical authority who deserves such 
an insult and such an offense. We do know, however, and 
We strongly deplore, the impositions and the threats and 
the acts of force used, or permitted to be used, against 
local ecclesiastical authorities. We know of impious paro- 
dies of sacred processions, all of which were permitted to 
take place to the profound sorrow of the Faithful and the 
great amazement of all citizens who desire peace and order, 
who were obliged to witness peace and order undefended, 
and even worse than undefended, by those very persons 
who have both the solemn duty and vital interest to defend 
them. 

The message calls attention to an argument that has 
been used many times, in drawing a contrast between the 
situation in Italy and in other countries where the Church 
is really persecuted and against which countries there have 
never been heard words spoken as strong as the words pro- 
nounced against Italy, where religion has been restored. 
We have already said that We cherish, and We shall cherish, 
a remembrance and an enduring gratitude for what has been 
done in Italy for the welfare of religion—even if, at the 
same time, a not less and perhaps greater benefit has ac- 
crued therefrom to the party and to the regime. We have 
stated and We have repeated that -it is not necessary (and 
would indeed oftentimes be decidedly injurious to the ends 
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desired) that everything should be heard and known about 
that which We and this Holy See, through Our representa- 
tives and through Our brothers in the Episcopacy, have to 
say and have to remonstrate wherever the interests of re- 
ligion demand it, and in the measure which, in Our judg- 
ment, the situation indicates, especially in those places 
where the Church is really persecuted. 

It was with grief inexpressible that We saw a real and a 
true persecution break out in this Our Italy, and in this very 
_city of Rome, against that which the Church and its head 
have characterized as most precious and dear to them from 
the standpoint of liberty and of right, liberty and right that 
are the heritage of Souls, and especially of the souls of the 
young entrusted to the Church in a particular way by the 
Divine Creator and Redeemer. 

As is well known, We have repeatedly and solemnly 
affirmed and protested that Catholic Action, both from its 
very nature and essence (the participation and the collabora- 
tion of the laity with the Apostolic Hierarchy) and by Our 
precise and categorical directions and dispositions, is outside 
and above every political party. We have also affirmed 
and protested that We are sure that in Italy Our directions 
and dispositions have been faithfully obeyed and followed. 
The message makes the pronouncement that the assertion 
that Catholic Action did not have a true political character 
is absolutely false. We wish to call attention to the dis- 
courtesy of such a statement; also, because the motives, 
which the message gives to justify the statement, demon- 
strate completely the untruth and the lightness of the re- 
mark, so that We would term it ridiculous if the case were 
not so sad. For the reason given, that Catholic Action 
is a political party, is because Catholic Action has banners, 
badges, identification cards, and all the other external forms 
of a political party, just as if banners, badges and identifica- 
tion cards, and other similar external appurtenances were 
not today the most common thing in every country of the 
world for the most varied kind of associations and activi- 
ties which have nothing, and wish to have nothing, in com- 
mon with politics, such, for example, as sports and profes- 
sional organizations, civil and military clubs, commercial 
and industrial groups, school children even organized ex- 
clusively in a religious way, as little ones who belong to 
the Crusaders of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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The message itself reveals all the weakness and the 
futility of this alleged motive, and almost as if hastening 
to make reparations, it adds three other reasons. The first 
reason is that the heads of Catholic Action were almost to 
a man members or heads of the Popular party, which was 
one of the strongest opponents of Fascism. This accusa- 
tion has been launched many times against Catholic Action, 
but always in a generic manner and without specifying any 
names. Many times We have asked for precise data and for 
names, but without result. Only a short time before the 
police measures taken against Catholic Action, and in evi- 
dent preparation for them, the hostile press, evidently hav- 
ing access to the police reports, published a series of alleged 
facts and names: the pretended revelations which are re- 
ferred to in the beginning of the message and which the 
Osservatore Romano duly denied and corrected, and did not 
confirm, as the message itself asserted it did, thereby 
mystifying and deceiving the general public. 

In regard to Ourselves, Venerable Brethren, in addition 
to the information which We had already available and 
from personal investigations already made, We have con- 
sidered that it was Our additional duty to secure new in- 
formation and make new investigations, and behold, Vener- 
able Brethren, the positive results. First of all, We have 
found out that while the Popular party was still in existence 
and before the new party had asserted itself, through direc- 
tions given in 1919 it was decreed that no one who had oc- 
cupied a position of responsibility in the Popular party 
could contemporaneously be an officer in Catholic Action. 
We also found out, Venerable Brethren, that the cases of 
local ex-directors in the Popular party who subsequently 
became local directors in the Catholic Action consist of 
four: We say four, and this small number must be con- 
sidered in the light of the facts that.there are 250 diocesan 
committees, 4,000 sections of Catholic Action, and more 
than 5,000 circles of Catholic youths. And We must add 
that in the four above-cited instances, the individuals con- 
cerned have never given any occasion for disputes and some 
of them are actually sympathizers with, and well negnnte 
by, the regime and the party. 

We do not wish to omit mentioning another guarantee 
that Catholic Action will abstain from politics, a reason 
which you already well know, Venerable Brethren, Bishops 
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of Italy, and that is that Catholic Action has been, is, and 
will always be, under the dependence of the Episcopate, 
under your direction, under you who have always assigned 
ecclesiastical assistants and have nominated the presidents 
of the diocesan committees. Whence it is clear that in trust- 
ing and recommending to you, Venerable Bishops, these as- 
sociations which have been assailed, We have not ordered 
and disposed anything substantially new. When the Popu- 
lar party was dissolved and passed out of existence, those 
who formerly belonged to Catholic Action continued to be- 
long to Catholic Action, and they submitted themselves 
with perfect discipline to the fundamental law of Catholic 
Action, that is, abstention from every political activity. So 
did all those who on that occasion asked to be received as 
members. With what justice and charity could these peo- 
ple have been expelled or not admitted to Catholic Action 
when they possessed the necessary qualifications required 
by the constitution? 

The regime and the party which seemed to attribute 
such a fearful and feared strength to those who belonged 
to the Popular party should with particular reason show 
themselves grateful to Catholic Action, which removed 
them precisely from that sphere and required them to make 
a formal pledge not to carry out any political activities, 
but limit themselves to religious ones. We cannot—we of the 
Church, religious, faithful Catholics (and not alone We)— 
We cannot be grateful to one who, after putting out of ex- 
istence socialism and anti-religious organizations (Our 
enemies and not alone Ours), has permitted them to be so 
generally readmitted, as all see and deplore, and has made 
them even more strong and dangerous, inasmuch as they 
are now hidden and also protected by their new uniform. 
There has been frequent mention made of infractions of the 
pledge taken. We have always asked names and concrete 
facts, always ready to intervene and to take indicated meas- 
ures. There has never been any reply to Our request. 

The message declares that Catholic Action was organized 
in a political way and that its form of organization had 
nothing to do with “religious education and propagation of 
the Faith.’ Leaving aside the unlearned and confused 
manner in which the purposes of Catholic Action are de- 
scribed, all those who know and live the life of today realize 
that there is no sort of initiative or any activity, from the 
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more spiritual and scientific bodies to the more material 
and mechanical ones, that has not the necessity of organiza- 
tion and of organized action. And the fact that there is an 
organization does not mean that the end and purpose of the 
organization is political. 

“However,” continues the message, “the strongest argu- 
ment that can be used as justification for the destruction 
of the Catholic circles of youth is the defense of the State, 
which is no more than the simple duty of every Govern- 
ment.” There is no doubt of the solemnity and the vital 
importance of such a duty and of such a right. We add, 
since We hold, and We wish at all costs to practise, with 
all honest and reasonable individuals, that the first right is 
to do one’s own duty. 

But all the receivers and readers of the message would 
have smiled with incredulity or wondered greatly if the 
message had added what is true, namely that of the Cath- 
olic circles of the young which were objects of the measure, 
10,000 were—rather, actually are—composed of girls and 
young women with a total membership of about 500,000. 
Who can see a serious danger and a real threat for the se- 
curity of the State in this question? And it must be con- 
sidered that only 220,000 are inscribed as “effective mem- 
bers.” More than 100,000 are little “aspirants”; more 
than 150,000, still smaller children, are called “benjamins.” 

There still remain the circles of the Catholic young 
men, that same Catholic youth which, in the publications of 
the youth of the party and in the circular letters of the 
so-called leaders of the party, are represented and held up 
to ridicule and to scorn (with what sense of pedagogical 
responsibility, to say only this, anyone may see) as an as- 
sembly of “rabbits” and capable only to carry candles and 
to recite rosaries in sacred processions. This is, perhaps, 
the reason why they have been in these recent days so many 
times, and with such cowardice, assailed and maltreated 
even to the shedding of blood, and left undefended by those 
who could and should protect and defend them, if for no 
other reason than that, being harmless and peaceful, they 
have been assailed by individuals who frequently bore. arms. 

If this is the strongest argument for the attempted “de- 
struction” (the word does not leave any doubt about the 
intentions) of the heroic and noble associations of young 
men of Catholic Action, you will see, Venerable Brethren, 
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that We could and should congratulate Ourselves in Our 
position, since the incredible absurdity of this argument is 
so clearly evident. But, evidently, We are obliged to re- 
peat that “Iniquity hath lied to itself” (Ps. xxvi, 12), and 
that the strongest argument for the desired destruction must 
be sought in another field: the battle that is now being 
fought is not political but moral and religious, exquisitely 
moral and religious. 

It is necessary to close one’s eyes to this truth in order 
to find politics where there is nothing but religion and 
morals, to conclude, as does the message, that an absurd 
situation had been created by a strong organization at the 
orders of a “foreign” power, the “Vatican,” a thing that no 
Government in this world would have permitted. 

There have been sequestered en masse the documents of 
all the seats of Catholic Action, and correspondence that 
might be suspected to have some relation to the associations 
affected—and even with those not affected, such as the 
oratories—continues to be intercepted and sequestered. Tell 
Us, therefore, tell the country, tell the world, what docu- 
ments there are and how many of them there are that treat 
of politics planned and directed by Catholic Action with 
such peril to the State. We dare to say that none such will 
be found, unless they are read and interpreted in accordance 
with preconceived and unfair ideas, which are contradicted 
fully by facts and by evidence and by numberless proofs 
and witnesses. 

When and if there are any genuine documents found, 
ones that are worthy of consideration, We shall be the first 
to recognize them and to take them into consideration. But 
who would wish, for example, to charge a person with po- 
litical activities and political actions dangerous to the State, 
for making some complaint or deploring the harsh treatment 
inflicted so many times and in so many places on the Cath- 
olic Action associations, even previous to the time of these 
latest outbreaks? Instead, there will be found among the 
sequestered documents proofs and evidences literally num- 
berless of the profound and consistent religious character 
and of the religious activity of all Catholic Action, and par- 
ticularly so of the associations of youth and of university 
students. It will be sufficient to know and to read, as We 
Ourselves have done numberless times, the programs, the 
reports, the proceedings of congresses, of weeks of religious 
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study and of prayer, of spiritual exercises and the frequent- 
ing of the Sacraments practised and promoted, of con- 
ferences in explanation of religion, of studies, of catechetical 
activities, of cooperation and initiatives of true and pure 
Christian charity in conferences of St. Vincent de Paul and 
in many other ways, and in zealous work for missionaries. 

And in the presence of such facts and such a documenta- 
tion, therefore, with an eye and a hand on the reality of 
things, as We have always said, We still say that to accuse 
the Italian Catholic Action of engaging in politics is a real 
and true calumny. The facts have demonstrated what was 
the real target aimed at when Catholic Action was struck, 
and what was the thing that was being prepared. Only at 
rare times has it occurred that the fable of the wolf and the 
lamb has been exemplified so strikingly in history, and We 
cannot do else but recall it in this instance. 

Certain to the point of evidence of having restricted 
Ourselves to that which concerns religion, We have not been 
able ever to believe that We could be considered a “foreign 
power,” especially by Catholics and by Italian Catholics. 
And thanks to this apostolic power which is now entrusted 
by God to Us, unworthy though We be, thanks to this 
power, the good Catholics of all the world consider Rome 
as the second country of each and every one of them. It 
is not so long ago that a statesman who will remain certain- 
ly among the world’s most celebrated, a man neither a Cath- 
olic nor a friend of Catholicism, in a crowded political meet- 
ing said that he could not consider as a power foreign to 
Germany that authority which 20,000,000 Germans obeyed. 

To say, then, that no Government of the world would 
have permitted the situation created in Italy by the ex- 
istence of Catholic Action to have continued, it is necessary 
absolutely to ignore and to forget that in all other States of 
the world, as far as China, Catholic Action exists and lives, 
and the organizations frequently resemble, even to the small- 
est details, the Italian Catholic Action, and in some coun- 
tries the organization is more highly developed than in Italy. 
In no State of the world has Catholic Action ever been con- 
sidered as a danger to the State; in no State of the world 
has Catholic Action been so hatefully treated, so -truly 
persecuted (We do not see what other word conforms to 
the reality of the truth of the situation) as in this Our 
Italy, and in this Our episcopal seat of Rome. 
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And thus exists this truly absurd situation, created not 
by Us but against Us. We have assumed a heavy and 
tedious task. But it has seemed to Us the definite duty 
of charity and one that is also required by paternal justice, 
and in this spirit We have fulfilled Our purpose of putting 
in their true light various facts and truths that some chil- 
dren of Ours had, perhaps not with complete knowledge, 
distorted and placed in a fafse light, causing harm to other 
children of Ours. 


III. CoNcLUSIONS AND REFLECTIONS 


There is one consideration and conclusion. From that 
which we have been explaining, and still more from the 
events themselves as they have been evolving, it is clear that 
these accusations—of political activity by Catholic Action, 
manifest or disguised hostility of some of its partisans 
against the regime and the party, as well as its being also 
the eventful refuge and haven of the refugees who up to 
the present hostility have been spared through the banner 
of Catholic Action (See communiqué from the Directorate, 
June 4, 1931)—it is clear that all these accusations are 
nothing but a pretext or a cumulation of pretexts. 

We dare to say that even Catholic Action itself is only 
a pretext. That which was desired and that which was at- 
tempted was to tear away from the Catholic Action society, 
and through this process to tear away from the Church, the 
young, and all the young. So very true is this that, after 
having talked so much about Catholic Action, aim was 
taken only at the associations of the young, nor were these 
attacks limited to associations of the young affiliated with 
Catholic Action. Then afterward, they were extended and 
broadened so that the tumultuous measure embraced asso- 
ciations of a simply devotional character and works of 
pure piety and of a primary catechetical nature, such as 
sodalities of the Children of Mary and oratories. So great 
were the exaggerations that on some occasions the grossness 
of the errors was acknowledged. 

This essential point is very largely confirmed from vari- 
ous sources. It is confirmed, first of all, by many ante- 
cedent statements made by personalities more or less re- 
sponsible, and also by persons representative of the regime 
and of the party, and which have had their complete com- 
mentary and definite confirmation by the latest events. 
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This confirmation is made all the more explicit and 
categorical—We were almost about to say solemn and vio- 
lent—by the one who not only represents all, but who can 
do all, and confirms it in official or quasi-official publica- 
tions dedicated to the young, in interviews and articles for 
foreign publication and before that in this country, and 
also, up to this very moment, by messages and communica- 
tions to representatives of the press. 

Another reflection and conclusion immediately and in- 
evitably presents itself. There has been heretofore no at- 
tention paid to Our oft-repeated assurances and Our pro- 
test. There has been no attention paid to your protests and 
assurances, Venerable Brethren, about the nature and about 
the real, true character of Catholic Action and of the sacred 
and inviolable rights of souls and of the Church, which 
are represented and personified in Catholic Action. 

We say, Venerable Brethren, the sacred and inviolable 
rights of souls and of the Church, and this is the reflection 
and conclusion that more than any other concerns Us, as it 
is more grave than any other. Time and time again, as is 
well known, We have expressed Our thoughts—or, better, 
the thoughts of Holy Church—on these important and es- 
sential matters, and it is not to you, Venerable Brethren, 
faithful masters in Israel, that it is necessary to say more. 
But We must add something for the benefit of those dear 
people committed to your care whom, as shepherds of souls, 
you nourish and govern by Divine mandate, who nowadays 
would almost never be able, save for you, to know the 
thoughts of the Common Father of their souls. We said 
“sacred and inviolable rights of souls and of the Church” 
because the matter concerns the right of souls to procure 
for themselves the greatest spiritual good according to the 
teaching and under the formative work of the Church, of 
such a teaching and of such a unique work that it is con- 
stituted by Divine mandate, in this supernatural order es- 
tablished in the Blood of God the Redeemer, necessary and 
obligatory to all in order to participate in the Divine Re- 
demption. It concerns the right of souls so formed to bring 
the treasures of the Redemption to other souls, thus_ par- 
ticipating in the activities of the Apostolic Hierarchy. 

And in consideration of this double right of souls, We 
are, as We stated above, happy and proud to wage the good 
fight for the liberty of consciences, not indeed as someone, 
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perhaps inadvertently, has quoted Us as saying) for the 
liberty of conscience which is an equivocal expression too 
often distorted to mean the absolute independence of con- 
science, which is absurd in a soul created and redeemed by 
God. 

(To be concluded.) P,378 


The Church the Defender of the 
Liberties of Man 


Tuomas F. Woopiock 


Selections from an address delivered over the Paulist Radio Station, 
WLWL, during the program of the National Catholic 
Converts’ League of New York, June 28, 1931. 

By N. C. W. C. News Service. 

E have already before us two examples of the absolute 

State in full vigor—Russia and Italy. Neither Bol- 
shevism nor Fascism admits any limitation on the powers o/ 
government; both claim the citizen body and soul for the 
State. In Russia there is none to oppose the claim, but 
in Italy there is the Vatican. The simple truth of the con- 
flict between Mussolini and the Vatican is that it is a fight 
for man’s liberty, and the Vatican is its defender. And the 
further truth is that the same conflict is preparing elsewhere 
—almost everywhere in the world. We do not call it the 
“absolute State.” In France, in Italy, in Latin American 
countries, it is called the “lay State,” the “secular State,” 
and it is interesting to note that everywhere it rises its first 
act is to strike at its ancient enemy—the Catholic Church. 
Its instinct is sound, for the Catholic Church is and ever 
will be the enemy of the omnipotent State, which considers 
itself the end for which the citizen exists merely as the 
means. 

I think I hear someone say: “What has this to do with 
America? You have said that American principles of gov- 
ernment protect human liberty. What danger threatens 
those principles?” That is the question that I shall try to 
answer. 

I note, first, that these principles rest upon a definitely 
religious foundation. This is not so merely because the 
Declaration of Independence says so. It is so because it is 
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not possible, logically, to derive a doctrine of unalienable 
human rights from any premise other than an ultimate re- 
ligious affirmation. Either there are no such things as un- 
alienable rights—no such things as a limitation on the 
powers of State—or they are an endowment of man by his 
Creator. : 

I note, secondly, that the renaissance of the absolute 
State in the modern world has synchronized with the decay 
of definite dogmatic religious faith, which has been so 
notable a feature in the past century, so far as non-Catholic 
Christian denominations are concerned. The civilized 
world—outside the Catholic Church—is undergoing a pro- 
gressive paganization and at an increasingly rapid rate. 
The absolute State is essentially pagan, and as dogmatic 
faith dies it grows the faster. 

I note, thirdly, that it was not an accident that the “Di- 
vine right of kings” was a product of the Reformation. The 
essence of the Reformers’ doctrine was the “free con- 
science,” bringing to its own bar for judgment all truth, 
natural or revealed. Pushed to its logical conclusions this 
makes the “free consciences” of the majority law for the 
“free consciences” of the minority—and law without limita- 
tion. Thus, quite apart from the process of paganization, 
we have in all forms of Christianity other than that repre- 
sented by the Catholic Church the germ of the absolute 
State. 

Now let us look at some of the phenomena recently ap- 
pearing in the United States, and consider them in the light 
of their implications. 

Most notable of all perhaps is the definite and wide- 
spread desire to abolish the Catholic system of parochial 
schools. The Supreme Court has for the time being stopped 
the way, but it has not abolished the desire. The right of 
the parent to control the education-of the child is funda- 
mental; it is one of the “unalienable’’ rights of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. If the Catholic parent’s right goes, 
every other parent’s right goes with it. The demand for 
Federal control of education is another sign-post pointing in 
the same direction. It is with unerring instinct that the 
embryo absolute State first seeks to lay hands on the ‘child. 
I observe further that the Supreme Court has said that the 
Declaration of Independence is not part of the organic law. 

I do not wish to express any opinion whatever as to the 
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merits or demerits of prohibition, as such. We shall, how- 
ever, all agree that it represents an earnest effort to reform 
people’s habits. I note, however, in its supporters a pas- 
sionate zeal amounting at times to a positive fanaticism, and 
it seems to me that this fanaticism grows in proportion as 
definite Christian belief evaporates. Nor are there wanting 
signs that this passjon to reform other people grows upon 
what it feeds; today it is liquor, tomorrow it will be some- 
thing else. The Catholic Church has from time immemorial 
preached temperance; that it has never insisted upon prohi- 
bition is significant; that it has here appealed to man’s seli- 
control and not to the power of the State is because it is 
supremely jealous of man’s freedom, even if it be freedom 
to throw his soul away. If he be not free to throw his soul 
away, he is not free to save it.... 

And, most of all ironically humorous, in a country where 
the very foundation stones of man’s liberties rest upon a 
sublime religious affirmation—as I have shown—we have 
erected a system of school education from which all religious 
teaching is jealously barred and we take pride in it as pe- 
culiarly an “American school system.” It does not seem 
at all absurd to us that a pupil of our public schools, if con- 
fined to what he or she has been taught in those schools, 
is totally unable to defend logically the fundamental truth 
upon which our nation is founded. It is to the teaching of 
the Catholic parochial schools that one must look for the 
necessary logic and there it will be found... . 

As the world is today, if the liberties of man must rest, 
as I believe they must, on the doctrine laid down by 
Thomas Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, then 
everywhere in the world they are in danger and nowhere 
in the world do I find a thoroughly logical defender of those 
liberties except the Catholic Church. The very fact that 
this statement will strike many people as preposterous, that. 
from the days of the French Revolution until today, polliti- 
cal revolution’s first act has been to strike at the Church, 
and that hostility to the Church is the one and only thing 
on which every one in this country outside the Church can 
agree, are to me the most powerful evidences that the trend 
of events in the world, and in this country, is one which is 
unfavorable to human liberty. That liberty will, however. 
never lack a defender, for the Church will always be on its 
side to the end of time. 





